AGM and MEMBERS EVENING

Welcome to the Third Millennium
AD and a third year of Appleby Ar-
chaeology Group.

We kicked off the new year with our
AGM which consisted of a short report
on the groups current membership
(56) followed by a summary of the
groups activities 1n 1999 presented by
Phyllis Rouston. We had a very suc-
cessful year of talks, walks visits and
activities which leaves us with the
challenge of making this year even
better! In the absence of a formal trea-
surer a printed financial report was
presented by myself showing a profit
of two pounds and thirty pence over
the year! (If any member would like a
copy of the financial report please con-
tact me)

Members were reminded that this
year’s subscription is due by the end of
January. If you have not already done
so please send your subscription other-
wise this will be the last newsletter
that you will receive. We would hate to
lose any members so please sign those
cheques and send them to me at the
address overleaf.

Committee members were re-elected
as follows:
vlartin Railton - Chairman
Phyllis Rouston - Secretary
Georgina Plowright - Publicity
Unfortunately no nominations for trea-
surer were forthcoming but we are still
hopeful.

It was suggested that membership of
Appleby Archacology Group was too
cheap and that considering our limited
finances we should put up the price of
membership for next year. This
seemed to be acceptable to most people
present and will be put forward for
consideration by members in 2001.

“A varied and busy year for the group.”
Members exploring the landscape of Shap Abbey

The AGM was followed by four talks
by members of the group on diverse
topics. Harry Hawkins shared some
ideas about dating fields and walls.
This was followed by a report on the
Lakeland Gunpowder Industry by Al-
ice Palmer and a paper on Early Liter-
acy in Appleby by Barry McKay. Fi-
nally Georgina Plowright shared her
research on the connection between
John Clayton and the Atkinson family
of Temple Sowerby.

During the break a raffle was drawn
and some excellent prizes won by
members also helping to give a much
needed boost to the groups funds.

For those who were unable to attend,
a report on the talks is included over-
leaf.

Martin Railton

Local Heritage Initiative
A new grant scheme has beén launched
by the Countryside Agency to support
small projects in Cumbria. These can
include;
The restoration of built heritage features
of local significance.
Surveying of archaeological features and
providing interpretation.
The mapping of local heritage trails.
Researching local place names.
Preserving industrial heritage.

Appleby Archeology group is in an
ideal position to carry out* a local
heritage project. There will be a special
meeting to discuss possible projects and
all members are invited to come along

with their ideas.
SEE BACK PAGE
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TALKS BY MEMBERS

OF APPLEBY

ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP By Phyllis Rouston

DATING FIELDS AND WALLS

The first speaker was Harry Hawkins
his title Dating Fields and Walls.

Stone walls are a prominent feature of
the Cumbrian landscape. The major-
ity are less than 200 yrs old and were
built when the land was enclosed in
the eighteen twenties and thirties.
Enclosure walls are easily recognised

from their long straight lines and rect--

angular nature. Walls that do not
conform to this pattern pose the ques-
tions of why they are there and when
were they built?

The structure of a wall provides clues
both to its date and function but dat-
ing is not possible from just looking at
awall. A study done in Derbyshire
identified 5 types of wall covering a
period from prehistory to the 18th
century. Diagrams of the five types
were shown.

Harry showed a series of slides to il-
lustrate different types of wall seen lo-
cally and the features which give clues
to the date of building.

The shape of the field may indicate
the date for example strip fields sug-
gest that a wall is post medieval but

pre enclosures. The position of a wall

on a bank, perhaps with a boundary
stone at right angles may indicate an
ancient boundary.

The functions of a wall may give
clues. Walls which are wider and
higher may define medieval deer
parks; an example is seen at Crosby
Ravensworth dated to the 14th cen-
tury. Walls were built as stock enclo-
sures and are often of an irregular
shape. They are seen across the
county and are difficult to date. In ad-
dition to the structure and the loca-
tion, associated finds may help with
dating for example a Romano-British
wall may be dated by the artefacts

found in the vicinity.

The importance of looking at docu-
mentary evidence was stressed. Docu-
ments such as the enclosure awards,
and estate maps are valuable resources
and can pin-point the date of a wall.

Harry concluded by saying that there
was little written specifically about
stone walls and referred back to the
Derbyshire study and its potential
value-for dating in this area.

THE LAKELAND GUNPOWDER
INDUSTRY

The second speaker was Alice Palmer
who talked about
The Lakeland Gunpowder Industry.

Alice gave an outline of the gunpow-
der industry in the south of the Lake
District, which became established in
the 18th century, founded in 1764
when John Wakefield opened gun-
powder works at Sedgwick, the last to
open was Black Beck in 1860. At one
stage there were seven works in the
area. The gun powder produced was
used for military industrial and sport-
ing practices. After the first world
war demand declined and in 1937 the

In the early years most of the
gunpowder produced at Low
Wood was exported to the slave
trade.

last mill at Gatebeck closed.

The manufacture of gunpowder de-
pended on coppiced woodland and
water power, both were available in
the valleys of south Westmorland.
The plentiful supply of coppiced
woodland included juniper which
made a very fine charcoal savin,
which made the finest gunpowder.
The other ingredients for gunpowder,
saltpetre and sulphur were imported.
The Leven and Kent estuaries were
accessible for shipping and near to

Liverpool.

Alice then spoke of her research on
the works at Low Wood which opened
in 1789. She included biographical
details of the people involved. Her
source material was documentary and
included business letters receipts and
bills.

Four principals had put up the money.
They were Christopher Wilson a
banker in Kendal, James King an es-
quire from Liverpool with a back-
ground in accountancy, Daye Barker
who was associated with the Lan-
cashire cotton industry and Joseph
Fayer who had connection with the
triangular trade.

The triangular or slave trade involved
the export of guns and gunpowder to
West Africa, the capture and then
transfer of slaves to the West Indes in
exchange for luxury goods, such as
sugar which were brought to Britain.
In the early years most of the gunpow-
der produced at Low Wood was ex-
ported to the slave trade. In 1807
Britain abolished the slave trade. The
principals of Low Wood seemed to be
aware that the slave trade would be
prohibited but it appears they saw
their chance to make money and took
it.

The gunpowder industry survived,
and with increasing industrialisation
demand grew. Low Wood prospered
in the 19th century supplying a num-
ber of industries including quarrying,
lead mining, coal mining in Lan-
cashire and iron workings in Wales as
well as game keepers and the military.
In 1882 it was taken over by Wake-
field.

EARLY LITERACY IN CUMBRIA

In the third talk of the evening Barry
McKay spoke of The evidence for Lit-
eracy in Cumbria from the 16th to the
early 19th Century.







